MINUTES OF THE DARRAS HALL ESTATE COMMITTEE
MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING
HELD ON MONDAY, 10 SEPTEMBER 2018
AT 19:00 HOURS IN THE ESTATE OFFICE

Present:

Mrs C Thompson (Vice-Chairman)
Mrs S Jaidka
Mr M Welford
Mr A Malhotra
Mr I White
Mr A Pile
Mr G Wright

The local Community Police Officer, Ingrid Clayton and her colleague Darren English
visited our meeting, not only to introduce themselves, but also to bring the Committee up to
date with various policing matters.
PC Clayton explained that the main concern from residents was anti-social behaviour
which primarily comes from youths aged 11-15 years. However, she did stress that Darras
Hall and Ponteland is a very low crime area in which to live. She did also say that there
had been no issues on Darras Hall, it was primarily Merton Way and Ponteland Park. To
this end, there has been an additional camera installed in Ponteland Park which has
identified repeat offenders, which in turn led to letters to parents or home visits, therefore,
alleviating much of the trouble at present.
Mrs Thompson asked if the Committee could assist the Police in any way and PC Clayton
encouraged all residents to report any incidents causing concern. She did stress that
youths congregating in the street or outside Broadway shops was not an offence, however,
if they were causing criminal damage or swearing and shouting then this becomes an issue
where Police action can be taken.
PC Clayton explained why the crime figures are not now included in the Pont News &
Views. Mrs Thompson asked if it would be possible to still publish figures such as an
upsurge in car crime or burglaries as this would make residents more aware and vigilant.
PC Clayton said she had certainly taken this point on board.
Mr White raised the question of policing of the new mandatory 20mph speed limit around
the Darras Hall Primary School. PC English informed the Committee that the Community
Speed Watch team have already been asked to patrol the school area in the coming weeks.
PC Clayton also encouraged anyone who noticed speeding vehicles in certain areas, i.e.
long straight roads such as Western Way or Darras Road, to contact her. She can then
direct the Community Speed Watch to target that area.

Mrs Thompson took the opportunity to thank the Police officers very much for coming to
our meeting.

1.

Apologies for Absence:
Apologies for absence were received from Mr D Brown, Mrs S Hill, Mr A Mate,
Mr J Scott, Mr S Savin and Mr A Tucker.

2.

Minutes of Previous Meeting:
The Minutes of the previous meeting held on Monday 6 August 2018 were signed
as correct.

3.

Matters Arising from Minutes of Previous Meeting:
There were no matters arising.

4.

Planning Applications:
Please refer to Plans minutes.

5.

Financial Report:
The financial report was circulated by Mrs Duffy. Due to work commitments
the agreed sum of £75,000 has not yet been split, however next month this will
be divided between Barclays and Nat West Bank.
Mrs Duffy informed the Committee that the rent reminders have been sent out
and we now have 598 properties left to pay.
Mr Welford raised the issue of staff salaries which, whilst he was aware were
part time hours, felt that the rates of pay should be investigated. It was
suggested that at the staff’s annual review later this year, it would be an
opportune time to look at comparative roles and their rates of pay.

6.

Letters Received and Any Other Business:
6.1

Sub-Committee Reports
Galliford Try
Mrs Woodall said that despite further attempts to contact the above company
she has still had no response regarding assistance with the Bridlepath or the
repair of the footpath in the estate car park next to the United Reformed
Church. The Committee will continue to try and contact them, however,
should nothing be forthcoming, it was felt that an article needs to be published
on the website regarding their non-fulfilment of responsibilities.
Darras Hall Primary School
A letter has been received from a resident whose property is overlooked by the
new school. He has numerous security lights shining into his home together
with various other complaints and asked for the Committee’s suggestions on a
way forward. Mr Welford said that the resident needs to report the light
pollution matter to the Public Protection Unit at NCC and parking issues are
under the control of the Highways Department at NCC.
Increase in Inspection Fees
Correspondence has been received from our current Inspector regarding an
increase in his fees. Following a brief discussion, the Committee agreed that
quotations were needed from other suitably qualified professionals and this
matter would be discussed further at that point.
6.1.1 Highways and Environmental
Mr White told the Committee that he planned to have a meeting with NCC in
early October in order to ascertain what roadworks have been completed, and
what still needs to be done.
He went on to say NCC have issued legal obligation letters to the owners of 28
and 46 Woodside with regards to reinstatement of footpaths.
Mr White also informed the Committee that, following Mr Malhotra’s
concerns over overgrowth at the junction of Moor Lane and Darras Road, an
officer from NCC has checked this area. It has been found to be satisfactory.
Mr Malhotra said he was going to speak to the Council again about this matter
as he felt it was wholly unsatisfactory.

6.1.2 Land and Property
Mr Pile said that he would shortly be requesting quotes from contractors with
regards to prospective tree work on the Bridlepath.
He mentioned a letter which has been received from a disabled person who is
unable to access all of the Bridlepath due to the chicanes at certain points. Mr
Pile informed the Committee that all barriers/chicanes were installed to the
standards required by Sustrans and the Committee were mindful of the
definition of a Bridlepath with regards to access. Following a discussion, the
Committee decided to contact Northumberland County Council with a view to
them coming up with a viable solution to the problem and hopefully their
undertaking of costs incurred. At this point, the Committee will consider the
best way forward.
With regards to the Grasslands cut, this will take place in the near future with
a new contractor. The Ponteland Community Partnership are applying for a
grant at the end of this year to erect some information boards on the
Grasslands. The Committee may have to subsidise the installation of these
boards but Mr Pile will know more early in 2019.
6.1.3. Airport Representative
Not present

7.

Date & Time of Next Meeting:
Monday, 8 October 2018 at 19:00 hours in the Estate Office
Meeting Closed:

20:35 hours

