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THE B WORD

Chairmands Report 2018. The work of your Committee, maki ng
Darras Hall the place to B.



WINDOW N OUR WORK
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My desire to help make Darras Hall the best possible place to B motivates me to serve as your Chairman. The object of this Report is to show you what I,
the rest of the Committee and staff, have been doing in the last 12 months to make Darras the place to B, and how we are all going to be affected by the

B word in the future.
This is a familiar view for visitors when you call into the office. But what is going on in the background?



WORKING WITH 3RD PARTIES

Architects, Planners, Solicitors, Developers,|@arns. Northumberland C C,

Ponteland T Council, Newcastle international Airport, Natural England, etc
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As well as dealing with residents queries we work on your behalf with a number of third parties. These include architects, planners, developers, builders,
Northumberland County Council, Ponteland Town Council, Darras First School, Zara Commercial, Newcastle International Airport, Natural England among
others.
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS
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Considering planning applications is a major part of our work, which is of course driven by the property market.
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DARRAS IN DEMAND :

Estate agents report continuing brisk business on The Estate. BARRAS HALL

EOTATE CRIBS T

The Housing market is brisk in Darras, against a more sluggish
national trend. Darras is maintaining its reputation and cache as a
desirable place to B.



YEAR APPLICATIONS

2012 126
2013 133
2014 126
2015 149
2016 168
2017 162
2018 189
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
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Here you can see that there has been an increase to 189 applications considered in 2018 compared with 162 in 2017
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An increase of 17%.
This is 7 years of stats showing a gradual increase.



YEAR SEARCHES

2012 73
2013 95
2014 109
2015 124
2016 103
2017 122
2018 117

SEARCHES -
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117 in 2018 compared with 122 in 2017
However, revenue has risen from £3050 in 2017 to £4825 in 2018 due to an increase in charges to bring us more in line with NCC
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Going forward additional queries for the same search will attract an extra charge of £20.
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RENT ARREARS

The current situation is 165 in arrears this compares to 121 at this stage last yeg-
There are 2 cases currently in court. DARRAS HALL

EOWTATE CHB S TTTEL

The current situation is 165 in arrears this compares to 121 at this stage last year.

There are 2 cases currently in court. 3 other cases pending court submission? Why the increase? Is it anything to do with the B word? Historically we have
always sent out 3 reminders, we have decided to issue the first reminder at an earlier date this coming year.
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BREACH OF COVENANT

67 properties are in breach
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Another B word to be mindful of is Breach.
Contraryto some peopled bel i ef s we dondét | et anything

Estate.

go.

We

do

t ake

action

accordi
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LAND AND PROPERTY

We continue toadminister and maintain land and property on the estate
BARRAE HALL
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We continue to administer and maintain land and property on the Estate. We are in the process of registering the pockets of land
with the Land Registry.



BRIDLEPATH

Maintenance&ontinues as usual.
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The Bridlepath acts as an artery through the Estate for many forms of transport, and maintenance continues as usual, this was
mostly tree work in 2018. As per a recent poll on our website we will be investing in surface improvements in some areas in 2019.



DOGGY BUSINESS

We continue to maintain the waste bins and poo bag dispensers. m&
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More waste bins and poo bag dispensers have been installed. These have been well received and are being put to extremely good use.
We have recently increased the supply of bags to keep up with demand.
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GRSSLANDS IMPROVEMENTS

Extensive tree work has taken place this year. s
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This is a major asset of the Estate and covers 10 acres. We are financially supported and governed by Natural England. A lot of tree work
has taken place enhancing the grasslands.



GRASSLAND IMPROVEMENTS

Information Board similar is to be installed.
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INFORMATION BOARD
We are examining the possibility of improvements to footpaths to enhance wet weather access.
An Information Board, similar to this and others around Ponteland, is to be installed in collaboration with Ponteland Partnership Group.
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TUFTY APPROVES

Residents adjacent to the grasslands report increased Red Squirrel sightin
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HIGHWAYS

The new20 mph speed limit is now in place on roads close to N‘x
Darras Hall Primary School. DARRAS HALL

STATE CRRS T

We continue to meet with the relevant authorities, stating our case for improved footpaths, verges and road surfaces. The eagle eyed and careful
drivers amongst you will have noticed the new 20 mph speed limit is now in place on roads close to the Primary School. Community Speedwatch
are monitoring the situation and 180 letters have already been issued.



